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As the sun shone some of our delegates began the journey south to The Hayes, Swanwick for
General Assembly 2022. Others primed their computers, got in supplies and ‘zoomed’ their
way through the Assembly.
The United Reformed Church is in its 50th celebratory year and so the theme for the
Assembly was ‘Our Jubilee!’ We were helped to understand the concept of Jubilee as found
through Leviticus 25 by Meg Warner’s Bible Study and how it developed from the ancient
Hebrews’ experience of exile in Babylon and how it challenges us today in our relationship to
creation and to issues of justice and transformation personally and globally.
Andy Braunston (formerly of Southside Pastorate in Glasgow) was inducted into his new staff
role as Minister for Digital Worship. He also contributed by taking the minutes of the
Assembly. Andy also commented: “I was delighted at the good humour and the sheer joy
people had at being together again after the long pandemic-induced isolation.”
An opening resolution designed to be an ‘ice-breaker’, was proposed
which was that the Assembly Clerk should wear a wig (just as they do in
a court of law). Many clambered for the microphone to speak and the
whole ‘mock resolution’ caused much mirth as well it enabling people
to understand process and procedure for the serious resolutions
that were being tabled during the meeting.
At the eleventh hour, or so it seemed, General Assembly went from being an in-person
meeting to Hybrid. Giving the opportunity for those wishing it, to attend via zoom. A new
community was born – ‘The Zoomers!’ at least 50 registered and the Chat box prior to each
session helped re-establish relationships with those not seen for some time. Some of us had
our knuckles rapped for ‘chatting’ during sessions as it did feel a wee bit isolating at times
but overall, the technology worked thanks to an excellent tech team. The subtitles were a joy,
the Moderator was described as ‘mother’ and representatives from the Synod of Scotland as
‘senators’. A few egos were stroked with the latter!!!!

