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Reflections from the Chaplain 
“This was my second General Assembly as a Synod representative, the first had 
been in London in 2000 and I remember being struck by the diversity of people who 
formed the General Assembly. I had that same sense this time round – the assembly 
is a diverse group of people and sadly we don’t experience that diversity in the same 
way In the Synod of Scotland. 
 
This year I had the additional responsibilities as the Chaplain for the incoming 
moderator of general assembly and this gave me particular insights into the working 
of the General Assembly. There were many additional challenges this year and I 
appreciated being part of a team whose primary concern was for the good working 
and smooth running of the assembly. A great deal of effort from many people worked 
hard to put things together at very short notice and it was a great learning experience 
for thinking about next year’s assembly when I shall have more responsibility for the 
worship. 
 
There were many highlights, but one in particular was the report from the task group 
on the legacies of slavery. I feel this is a very important piece of work for the 
denomination, especially for those of us who feel we might be quite removed form 
the legacies of slavery. I felt it particularly important that the church made not just an 
apology but a confession for its involvement with the transatlantic slave trade and I 
was delighted that this was passed by assembly. As the person responsible for the 
closing worship of assembly, it felt right and proper that we made the confession 
publicly in worship and was especially glad that Fiona’s first action as Moderator of 
General Assembly was to lead assembly delegates in making the confession. I look 
forward to this work continuing and receiving the proposals for restoring justice which 
will come to next year’s assembly.” 
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