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New Year, New Visions? 

TLC Youth | Resources for The Local Church 

 

Resources 

• New Year, New Visions? Presentation File. (Available through Synod 

Website) 

• The Renaissance and Linear Perspective video on Youtube (optional) 

• Card, paper, scissors, plastic bottles or containers. (Basically, raid the 

recycling bin!)  

• Shiny or attractive foil or wrapping papers. 

• Sticky tape or PVA glue/ Pritt Stick 

• Colouring pens or pencils  

• Bibles or access to www.biblegateway.com 

 

Ahead of Time 

• Familiarise yourself with the activities and decide which slides of the 

presentation you do or don’t need for your session. 

• You can re-order these activities and any of the relevant presentation slides, 

as you see fit. 

• Let the group know about the craft materials they will need for the ‘New 

Visions Craft Challenge.’ Preferably before the day, the council collects the 

recycling!  

• It could be helpful if you made an example for the Craft Challenge to inspire 

the group or just to give them a laugh if it doesn’t work out well. Either way, 

you can challenge them to do better! 

• Why not use slide 1 of the presentation to create a poster or Facebook 

promoting your session? 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/
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Check-In Question  

Show the headlines on slide two of the presentation and ask: 

“Which headline best describes your week?” 

 

New Year's Resolutions  

You will need slides 3 - 15.  

Slides 3 - 13 depict a number of famous people, both real and fictional. Slide 14 is an 

image of a person looking in a mirror to represent the person answering the question. 

We realise that some of the people depicted represent the highly specialised interests 

of our group so Slide 15 is blank for you to copy and add photos of people who may 

be of more interest to your young people! Feel free to delete the slides that are of less 

interest to you. Children and younger teens may respond better to teachers, well-

known members of your church or local community or pop starts!  

The people depicted on slides 3 - 13 are (in order of appearance): 

• Garfield the Cat 

• Loki (god of mischief and villain in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, The 

Avengers, etc.) 

• Olaf the Snowman (Disney’s Frozen) 

• Colin Trevorrow (writer, director and executive producer, Jurassic World 

Movie Franchise) 

• Nigel Serafini (Lothian Buses Exec, Edinburgh) 

• Nicola Sturgeon (Scottish First Minister) 

• Donald Trump (former President, USA, 2017 - 2021) 

• Joe Biden (President Elect, 2021) 

• Boris Johnson (UK Prime Minister) 

• The Mandalorian (star of his own Star Wars TV show) 

• ‘This is Fine’ Dog (from a webcomic by KC Green, but considered by many to 

be emblematic of the troubled year that was 2020 and now a meme.) 
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Ask the group to come up with suggestions for New Year resolutions for the famous 

people/ characters pictured. Encourage participants to be as serious or as humorous 

as they see fit. Be prepared for differing and strong political views to be expressed. 

Encourage participants to examine any assumptions expressed in their answers. 

Finish with the image of the person looking in the mirror. What could your new years’ 

resolution be? 

Often to make a change in your life, you need a vision of how your life 

could change. We’re going to look at vision today in both the literal and 

figurative sense.  

 

Close Up Quiz 

Slides 16 - 24.  

Go through the slides one at a time. Ask participants to identify the item in the image. 

Try and get an answer from everyone before you move on to the next slide which will 

show the answer. Some of the answers will be easier than others, and some might 

surprise you! 

Sometimes you just need a change of perspective to get a new vision of 

what’s in front of you. 

 

A Brief History of Perspective 

For this section, you could either use slides 25 - 26 or this short but informative video 

on The Renaissance and Linear Perspective* (https://youtu.be/qjDyKBtXTMs?t=31  

the video is cued up to skip the first 30 seconds which aren’t relevant to this 

session.) 

It might sound strange to us today, but in the Dark Ages, a lot of paintings and 

artworks looked really flat, like in slide 25, until artists and designers like Filippo 

Brunelleschi (slide 26) invented ways to show perspective in their work and their 

designs. We probably wouldn’t have 3D movies and computer games without their 

innovations. 

 

* All links correct and working at time of publishing. If you discover a broken link let Matt know on 

youthministry@urcscotland.org.uk 
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New Vision Craft Challenge Part 1  

You will need: card, paper, scissors, plastic bottles or containers, sticky tape or PVA 

glue/ Pritt Stick, colouring pens or pencils or shiny or attractive foil or wrapping 

papers. 

Challenge the group to create ‘instruments of vision’ from their craft materials. They 

might like to try and make them as oversized and outrageous as possible!   

 

Words Shape Worlds 

You will need: Slides 27 - 30. A copy of the Bible for everyone to read or links to the 

passages on Biblegateway.com to share with the group. 

The words we hear over and over again shape our worldview and help 

us catch a vision of what is possible. 

Ask the group if they can think of any examples of positive sayings or helpful 

phrases that can help you find a better way to look at things. Perhaps something that 

a parent, carer or grandparent, a friend or a teacher or someone they really look up 

to has a habit of saying. What do they find helpful about these phrases?   

Show the slides. Ask the group what they think is meant by each phrase. When do 

they think these sayings would be helpful? Are there any that seem particularly 

helpful for our situation at the moment? 

Ask group members to look up one of the following verses about vision from the 

Bible (or send them the links over the chat function if that works better for your 

group.) I have given the verses in the order they are found in the Bible, but you might 

want to consider if there is an order you would prefer the group to read in, e.g. 

perhaps there is a particular message that you want to build up to. 

• Genesis 15:1 

• Proverbs 29:18 (KJV)  

• Acts 2:17 

• 2 Corinthians 4:18 

• Hebrews 11:1 
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You might want to ask the following questions: 

• What does this verse have to say about vision? 

• What do you think it means? 

• What situations in life do you think this verse might help you deal with? 

• Do you find any of these verses particularly helpful? 

 

New Vision Craft Challenge Part 2 

You will need: Slides 27 - 30, the bible verses above, pens and paper, sticky tape, 

PVA glue or Pritt Stick, or permanent markers. 

Ask the group to return to their ‘instruments of vision’. Invite each person to choose 

either a phrase or bible verse you have discussed today, or another phrase that they 

find particularly helpful and to write this on a piece of paper. They can then stick this 

on a suitable surface on their instrument. If they have a permanent marker, they 

might like to write it directly on the instrument itself. Encourage them to find a space 

in their room to keep their vision instruments  

Why not… 

...ask your group if you can take a picture of them wearing or using their ‘instruments 

of vision’ for the youth group or church social media feed or website? (Making sure 

of course that you have media consent for this from each young person and their 

families according to your safeguarding and data protection policies.) You can take a 

picture using the ‘print screen’ (PRT SCR) key on your keyboard or the Microsoft 

snipping tool. If you use ‘print screen’ make sure you paste the image into an image-

creating document such as Microsoft Paint afterwards!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

More materials on following page. 
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Prayer Time 

Take a moment to pray together about any issues raised by today’s session. As a 

group, you might like to pray for: 

• The leaders and other famous people from the New Year’s Resolutions 

activities. 

• For the qualities needed to keep to your own new year’s resolutions e.g. 

patience, strength, endurance, the ability to start again or ask for help. 

• Situations you are finding difficult, or for others who have been mentioned as 

having a difficult time at the moment. 

• Thank you prayers for anything you have found encouraging from the 

session.  

 

Checkout Question  

Revisit the headlines from the start on slide 31. Which headline best describes how 

you feel now? 

 


